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SPECIAL ISSUE

AN OPEN LETTER TO
JEFF POINDEXTER
PART 2

The reason there are two parts to this
letter from Battle Group BB63 to Jeff is simply
that the typist is more than a little senile
and simply forgot to include this information
on the first letter as he was supposed to! We
leave it to you to guess who this senile person
is.

Anyway, another area of Jeff's proposed
plans for the annual championship that we here
in Springfield have some objection to is his
plan to have a significant proportion of the
battling restricted to cruisers only. While we
have no objection to a cruiser only battle per
se, what we do object to is the fact there is
no provision for a capital ship only bzattle to
run simultaneously with the cruiser battles.
Jeff said he wanted to be fair, and the club as
a whole needed to be fair in it’s dealings with
it’s members. We wonder how any policy or
scheduling that has the potential for
restricting if not outright preventing any
member from participating in a battle simply
because he or she was unfortunate enough not to
have built Lhe prfered ship type :

- Jeff must remember that
many of the participants at the annual
championship travel great distances to attend
and simply due to the space limitations in
there transportation can only bring one ship.
Does Jeff really feel comfortable in causing an
involuntary selection of a cruiser by these
people regardless of whether they actually wish
to bring a cruiser rather than a capital ship?
We would not want this responsibility. There
is also the case of those members who do not
have a cruiser built or handy. Jeff is
requiring tham to build a ship type they
personally may not wish to build simply so
their trip down to the annual championship is
not wasted. They way Jeff has the schedual set
up at present there is a very good chance some
of the participants will spend 1/3 or better of
their time at the battles as mere spectators
rather than the participants they drove
thousands of miles to be. What we want to see
Jeff do, in the name of FAIRNESS, is to go
ahead and schedule cruiser only battles but
also schedule to run simultaneously with the
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cruiser only battles capital ship only battles.
The Campaign event, again in the name of
FAIRNESS, must of necessity be open to ships of
all classes and types. We don’t want

-to prevent even ONE captair
from participating in all the possible events
or participate less than other captains sjiplr
because he or she does not have the
*acceptable” ship type! In answer to those
eritics who will say we in Springfield have a
vested interest in having the scheduling
changed due to the fact we have battleships,
are plans for the 1987 season involved all of
us having operational cruisers. These cruiseres
are actually under construction at this time
and were planned for prior to any knowlege of
the scheduling at the 1987 annual championship.
So we would not be affected by Jeff's original
plans, and ourconcerns are simply for the other
captains plannig on attending the event.

Battle Group BB63 would also like to make
known our wholehearted support for the
Excecutive Board’s recent interpretation of the
speed regulations in restricting turning
systems and outlawing timed relay systems. In
fact, we did a little lobbying of the board to
try and have them limited! If you had been at
Decatur this fall you would have seen how far
out of line the situation was becoming with the
Vittorio Veneto able to run rings around the
Alabama. We were even discussing ways of
making the systems even more awsome by
increasing the maximum voltage to 30 or 36
volts! It would be just a little odd to have
battleships out turning destroyers. Thank you
Dirty Dave and the rest of the board for having
the guts to correct an unacceptable situation!

submitted by Battle Group BB63
Steve Milholland

James Foster
Jim Lisher

DALLAS MICRO MINI WINTERNATIONALS DAE
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By Stan Watkins p—

Over part of the Christmas holidays (December
29-January 2, 1987), I went to Fluegel's to have
a building of* battling session (depending on the
weather). Fluegel had told the Lides, Tom
Harrison, and Paul Parisot that I was comming to
battle if possible. Tuesday morning Fluegel,
Jeff Lides, and I had gone out for trials prior
to the battling. These trials had briefly
erupted into hostilities. Jeff was rather cocky
but we knew he would need more than the Mikuma
to stay with the Lutzow and the Salt Lake City.
Jeff said that the Yamoto was ready. The Yamoto

fully operational should be a pretty good match
for two Cruisers.

The strategy was planned. The Lutzow and Salt
Lake City would put in a lot of generalized hull
holes in the first sortie (hopefully about 30 to
40). In the second sortie we would concentrate
on the Yamoto's bow. With lots of bow holes she
would pump herself lower by running and the
other generalized holes would be taking on more
water as she sank lower. Hopefully near the eni
of the second sortie she would sink.

S0 the ships were launched. The Salt Lake City
would give alot of respect to the Yamoto. She
had managed to put several rounds intsthe small
ngt J'Bannon and nationals and the Salt Lake
City was a much easier target. The Salt Lake
City did have something that the 0'Bannon did
not have, a pump. €L s
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The Lutzow got on the port side of the Yamato
and the Salt Lake City was on her Starboard
side. We were playing "Ajax and Achilles vs.
Graf Spee". Forcing Yamoto to devide her
attention. Paul Parasot was running Scot Lides
Camcorder. The Lutzow and Salt Lake City were
positioning themselves for bow and stern shots
on Yamato and trying to avoid coming under fire
from Yamotos side mounts. Lots of hits were
heard on Yamoto but she seldom had a good shot
on either of the Cruisers. After many passes
Yamoto's pamo fired up. W2 were harting her.
Soon the Cruisers were on 5 minutes and the
Yamoto was not able to effectively nursue. 5he
also went on 5 minutes. The cruisers were not
pumping. The 5 expired and the cruisers were
pulled from the water. Not a single hit had
been scored on the hull of the SLC or the
Lutzow. Several superstructure hits were
observed including one through the roof of the
SLC's #4 turret.

When the Yamoto was pulled out of the water she
had 32 hull hits and one on the waterline. Wow,
690 points. The strategy was right on schedule
now for the second sortie and those bow holes.
Jeff then announced that there would be no
second sortie. Another 800 points for declining
battle! The total was 1790 points. But was the
day's battlig going to end with just one sortie?
Nol It was time for the Lutzow to battle the
Salt Lake City.

AXIS AND ALLIED "Beginner Ships" Slug IT OUTI

The Lutzow and Pensacola plan sets, from
Amarillo Scale Warships, have long been
recommended for beginners in the hobby. History
has tended to support the idea that the Lutzow
is a better ship than the Pensacola. The Lutzow
can carry 3 more X-cells than the Pensacola but
she is slower "by the rules". 1In this day of
high current pumps the battery limitation is a
serious problem with the Pensacola. Actually
the Pensacola may be so low on battery power
that during the second sortie the Lutzow is
faster. For this reason a new low current mini
"Vortec V6" pump was installed in the Salt Lake
City. It has the same "instant priming”
characteristics as the 380 powered 7 amp 6
quart/minute Vortec V6 but uses a smaller pumo
housing and impeller and a "poly packs" motor.
The result is a pump that pumps a stream of
water 4 to 5 feet high with the screen and 1/38
in outlet installed and draws 2 amps. To
further decrease the current consumption, 4
extra poly packs motors were taken to Fluzgels
house to replace the old dumas 4.8s in the SLZ.
During the stay in Dallas time was not available
to perform the re-engining. Th2 battlzs was then
to be a one sortie only.

The Lutzows guns were shooting hard for thes 69
degree temperatures. The Salt Lake City still
had the old non-water=bathed 2 inch stainless
treon tanks. They cooled rapidly and made the
guns shoot weakly. The Lutzow was also much
more maneuverable than the SLC.

Fluegel's tactics were to battle in the narrow
chann=1l where the Lutzow's superior
maneuverabhility could bring many choice shots on
the SLC. Stan's tactics were to stay out in the
open waters and try long range high risk shots.
The elevation of the SLC needed some adjustment
and the guns could not be lowered to hit the
water less than 10 feet away.

As the battle began the Lutzow ran far up the
channel. The Salt Lake City ran for open water.
It would be one of “"those battles". Both
captains were trying to get the other captain to
fight their way. Stan decided that he could
back up the channel and get some long rang=
shots on the Lutzow. If Lutzow chose to charge,
the SLC could simply rac= out into open waters
again. This tactic was employed with som=
sucess. A hit or two were heard to impact the
Lutzow. Whether hull or superstructure neither
captain could know for sure. Fluegel made a few
charges toward the SLC and once managed to hit
the 5L in the stern with a hit or two. Finally
the SLC's stern gun was empty and the stern
tactic was not an option any more. Fluegels
transmitter batteries were running down. Stan
knew that he was in a position to "out wait"
Fluegel in this area. On the other hand Fluegel
had inflicted known hull hits on the Salt Lake
City and could probably declare 5 and run and
win. And Fluegel's stern gun was not working
just right either. It would somstimass jam and
sometimes spurt. But one or more of Stan's
"high risk" shots might have made a hull hole or
two in the Lutzow. What to d4o? Stan was
taunting, "Come on out and fightl" Fluegel was
skeptical. He responded, "Will you really fight
if I come out?" Sure, said Stan. So the Lutzow
charged out toward the SLC. Meanwhile people on
shore were wondering if we were on 5 or what.

So the Lutzow and SLC passed sach other and
Lutzow's stern gun registersd hits on the SLZT.
They turned and attacked again. This duel
continued for a while. The SLZ's bow gun tanh
was freezing up and she was shooting fitfully.
It looked bad for the "USA"™ boat. Then suddenly
the Lutzows bow crashed into the SLC. Th=
"check ram damage" protest was filed. Both
captains doubted that the SLC would make shore
before she sank. But as she came closer the
fact that her pump was not working gave subpport
to hopes that she might make it. She reached
shore and was checked for damage. She was
observed to have a large area of hull skin
pushed in just in front of her bilge kes2l. Stan
withdrew her from the fight. As he picked her
up the mini V6 shot him in the face. Yes she
had taken on lots of water from the ram. Her
sensor plates required a full inch of water in
the hull to initiate the pump relay.

So the holes were counted. The SLC had be=sn
tagged for 6 hull holes for 120 points. The ram
hole was =200 points. The Lutzow was =30. The
Lutzow had beesn tagged for 2 hull holes. Th=
SLC had won 40 to -80 because of Fluegels
captaining error. With this victory the DF¥
club lake was recaptured by the allies. Thais
lake had been won for the allies in the first
battle betwesn the Tweedy and the 228 in 1932,
It had been lost to the Axis Lutzow (Fluegel
believes when Axis fight Axis the lake is wecn to
the Axis) by the Mikuma and 228 at the
"accidental Dallas Regionals” in 1986.
was as it should be again, Dallas under aAllia=d
rule. What shoul we do with the points® They
don't count towards the Vats anymore. e are
goint to start keeping district records for
"district Champmionshipns”. You other Rattlers
might also do it. We thouaglit we would
temporarily use NAMBA districts. We are in
district 7. From Tuesday's battling the score
was Stan 785, Fluegel 665, Jeff Lide O.

Now it















