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Axts Fo Allted shp-on Marty Hayes
conversion device ! Nationals is coming fast! Hope that your boat is ready! We
Also fnown ds d hope to have a good turn out at Nationals in R.1. this year.
Wey/o/ﬁ'f *} The pond looks great and the site host, Don Fisher and his

team are working hard to get everything ready.

N.E. Regionals worked out well; the slight rain which fell once
or twice did not slow down the battling at all. They were held
at Greenbriar State Park in Hagerstown, Maryland as usual.
Over 20 battlers and their ships attended and the battling was
fierce at times. There is a web page with some pictures from
the battle at: http://www. pittelli.com/warship/yearbook01/NE-
Spring/ We had battlers from NJ, NY, Penn, WV and Mary-
land. Tom Tanner had a friend with him from Germany!

| have been talking to Kathy (sect. at NAMBA) about including
a segment in the NAMBA rules booklet stating that Warships
are different from speedboats and that some of the rules from
speedboats do not apply to us also listing some basic safety
rules. She had said that if | could get agreement between the
combat groups that use NAMBA, she would see if she could
get it added. | contacted all of the groups, which | could find,
that used NAMBA insurance and got a preliminary modifica-
tion sent out and approved by them. Now | have sent the
modification back to Kathy for inclusion in the NAMBA book-
let. Kathy has been telling us for years that the rules for
Speedboats do not apply to us, but our members keep worry
ing that the Insurance company might try to pull a fast one.
So if the changes are approved and added, that is one more
sticking point that has been removed. Kathy tells me that the
combat groups are very safe, and only one insurance claim
has ever been filed against us (a picture window in an RV),
and thatwas paid.

Here's to a great season!
Fun At NATS :
By Fluegel
Gosh, I don't know when I started this, about 4 =\
years ago? Well, after a hard day of combat, we relay %
enjoy the simple pleasers of dry socks, a refreshing
%\ shower, and cold air conditioning. Lief has long said %\
that the reason he comes to Nats is to eat out. Ifyou Q‘
looked at his ship, you would know he's not joking.
Q&‘F\ Well, what do you do at the restaurant besides the \
% normal good stuff? Well I call it “Best and worst five %
seconds”. We start with someone that's not bashful,
Q\ the kind who knows everybody around the 2 or 3 ta- Q\
% bles (recently drug together), and he says something \
like “My best five seconds was when I caught Rick
%\ beached on the shore, man did I wail on him, and my '\
M‘ worst five seconds was when I ran aground and saw %

Rick coming for me!”
Anyway, if you are cursed with eating with me,
expect to share your “best and worst five seconds”.

"h\ It’s become one of the many fun traditions that make

Nats so much fun. $
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A NATS OVERVIEW

By Wade

My NATS begins at the end of the previous
NATS. Within 2 weeks of coming home from
the year before NATS I've opened up all of my
ships to let them air out and dry out. [ make a
list of all the problems I need to correct, and
then start on them. After [ get all of these
problems address, and all ships reskinned,
fixed and tested, I start on a new ship. Since I
usually don't go to another event, it's not be-
cause [ don't have the time or money, I just
don't have anyone else to drive with. I'm tried
of driving 12 or more hours by myself. I ar-
rived tried on Saturday, and then I have to
drive all day Sunday to get home. I put up
some flyers that Curly (John Barrett) made me
in the hobby shops to get some more people in
the New Orleans area. [ had two people build-
ing ships but one moved out of state, and the
other one is an industrial scuba diver, and oil
prices are up and he's working all the time
now. [ guess Il just have to build a destroyer
and fly in with her for regional battles.

Anyway [ digress. One week before NATS
I'm packed. All of my checklists are checked
off, ships and supplies packed. [ have a plan to
drive by myself. This year I used a CD by
Rand Mcnally Route Planner. There's plenty
of them out there like this. I checked off
"Quickest Route" and the computer and
printer spit out a plan for me for a 13 hour 17
minutes, 932 miles drive at 75 miles an hour.
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I'l go in and get off of work early so I can sleep
in the atternoon for 4 or 5 hours before I move
everything to the truck. Now that I'm hot and
sweaty I'll take a shower, then jump into the
truck for a long drive. I bring about 15 CD's, 20
tapes, 4 or 5 blank tapes to talk, and my learn
Spanish or German tapes with me. It's a long
drive by yourself, you need to keep busy. [ like
the long drive because it's nice to reflect on life
and the big picture. It clears my head, and I
make plans for things I need to do at NATS and
the rest of the year. [ also get excited about see-
ing all of my close friends again. I leave be-
tween 8 P.M.and 10 P.M. at night. I prefer night
driving. There's less people, road work, the sun
never gets in my eyes, less cops, it's cooler, and I
can drive faster. When [ drive with other people
they like for me to drive at night so they can
sleep. I bring a personal music device with head-
set so they can sleep.

Saturday.

I'm road burnt and ready to stop. I check in. I'm
usually early enough to make the Saturday night
meal with the guys. There we renew old friend-
ships, and tell new and old stories and lies. [
like to sleep Saturday night because I'm trashed,
but usually too many people come by wanting to
see you and drink beer. I try to pass out early
anyway.

Sunday.

Breakfast with your buddies. Sunday is an im-
portant day. You need to get your ship(s) in the
water and get the speed right. Also you need to
have one more shake down cruise to check ev-
erything out after that long drive. Plus you get
with your Admiral and wing man for tactics and
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by Fluegel

& A few years ago, at a battle, a battler was having pump problems.
8 He wanted some help, so some old timers suggested some modifica-
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buy a working pump." All kinds of folks are dabbling in combat.
They seem to believe that this hobby is an "over-the-counter” sport.
Yesterday, a guy from south Texas got my phone number from the
Internet. He called me wanting to know where to get a "gun switch".

strategy, plus check out the lake for it's good
and bad points. Sunday night is the big meal
with most of the people and the captains meet-
ing.

Monday.

Once again, breakfast with your buddies.
Monday can set the tone for the entire week.
A good Monday for you and your side can be a
huge benefit. A bad Monday can make you
rethink your strategy, and or dig you a big hur-
tle to overcome. Monday is also the only day
with four fleet sorties. It's a full day. Captain's
meeting at night you talk about what went
right, or wrong, and what you need to do to
change it. Also Campaign strategy will be
gone over again.

Tuesday.

More breakfast with your buds. Depending on
how Monday went you may change something.
Different strategy, wing men, or something
you did to your boat to fix a problem. Cam-
paign is in the afternoon. Most people like
Campaign. I do. Different ships you will never
see you'll see during Campaign. Rookies can
get some of the heat taken off of them, and
small ships have a field day. Convoy ships big
and small strut their stuff. Gunnery and target
shooting comes into play. All sorts of different
ideas and strategies show up. It's and action
packed event with heroes on both sides. Very
exciting, and just as or more important a nice
change from fleet battle. Tuesday night is an-
other big meal with your buddies, a captain's
meeting, and finally some time to spend with
people you may not see the rest of the year.
Since there is no major battles planned for
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He told me that the hobby was not yet in Texas &
and that the hobby had started in the North or the &
East coast. I told him "No, it is in Texas, and the &
hobby even started in Amarillo Texas!" I thought %
about telling him that I was one of the founding 42
fathers, but I resisted.

[ sometimes wonder "what I would do if T won
the lottery?" In the same vain, I sometimes won-
der "how big will this hobby become, and what <@
will it look like?" Well, it would be an "over-the- &3
counter" hobby, and the answer will be "I buy my &%
pump from Swampy, or Combat connection, or..." &4
And we will have an unopened "gun switch" in ¥
our tool box. Also, only the founding fathers will
care who the founding fathers were. g
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