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INTRODUCTION

Wow what an eclectic issue. Thanks to the new and old
authors, I think you will enjoy and possibly learn some-
thing about our hobby, from this issue.

I asked the president of the MWC for an article but
Bryan said he was already feeling guilty about not send-
ing “Task Force 1:144” articles, and if he sent Hull
Busters an article, the task force editor would be on his
case. Well, OK, still, I hope to see the new club continue
to support Hull Busters in a big way in the future.

The next issue, April’s issue is the most difficult to fill,
and I have used every article I have, so please consider
sending an article as soon as possible, thanks in advance!

Well, get your flashlight, and sneak into your closet
where you can enjoy this Buster without tarnishing your

Fluegel needs a room

mate for MWC NATS!

My dear friend Bart, has a better offer than me for his
roommate at Nats, his son Matt (such a porkchop
looser!). I understand that family comes first, so I guess I
will just have to stay with Matt’s girl friend as a room
mate...well, that might be ... problematic. Ineed a new
roommate! Perhaps a rookie, or second year Allie, not
from the Texas area and not too late of a night owl. I feel
like this is some kind of classified ad for a date...odd.
Still, I like to discover new friends and by rooming with
some new combatants, I have made some great friends.

Contact Fluegel 7@juno.com and let the friendship be-

The IRCWCC and you

Well, it is the beginning of another year, and everyone is busy in their workshops hoping this year to bring
forth the ultimate fighting ship. Nationals this year will at the War Memorial Park in Johnston, R.I. I hope to see
you all there. There are many interesting places to visit nearby, and the week should be so full, that no one should
go home without being dead tired.

The Allied fleet needs to be actively recruiting this year, since its rolls were down at the beginning of the
last Nationals. We are expecting elements of the far Northern Fleet (NABS) to attend Nats this year. From what
pictures we have seen, this should be a real visual treat for the rest of us! This will also be a chance for them to move
from the small pond of battle up the Nationals level and size and give them a unique experience. Often we think we
have a feel for the game when we battle in our small and separate battles locally, but there is an extra feeling and
spirit that emerges when we finally get to battle with the other widely separated battlers at a large event. Hopefully,
they will have some extra special experience and tactics to return with.

As you read this, an event will have taken place, which marks a special place in R/C, combat, the South
Orange Model show. Elements from NY, NJ and Maryland will attend with their models and some videotapes in an
attempt to bring the joys of R/C combat to the unwashed masses. Locally, we have done this numerous times with
good results. So, let me mention to all R/C combatants that this is a good move on the part of the local clubs. Make
friends with the other modeling types in the neighborhood, you would be surprised what you have in common. Of
course, they will be astounded at the fact that we “destroy” our ships in the game of combat, but after that they will
be very interested in our game. So it is worth your time to be visible and outgoing, and can add to your membership.
Attend a hobby show, visit the nearest precision steering event, and talk to the model airplane people.

Let me take a moment to invite all combatants to attend our regionals, Nationals, etc. We are happy to
provide the facilities and fellowship to all.

Gentlemen

| am pleased to an-
nounce the "third" and
what may be the final
Fray @ Bray's event.
Many of you have
voted and the date is
April 28th and 29th.
The cost is $10.00 per
battler. CO2 is pro-
vided. Please e-mail
me privately if you
plan to attend. Please
send payment to the
below address:

Kevin Bray

12724 East 89th
Street North
Owasso, OK 74055

Thanks,

Kevin
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Exotic Toys

Phill Lowe, Washington Cascade Column

Though there are a wide variety of opinions
as to what equipment and tools are needed
to run combat ships, many things are gen-
erally accepted as necessary. One of these
is a digital Volt Ohm Meter (VOM). The
precision of the digital meters makes a big
difference when testing voltage levels

cover that hides a 9 pin serial port. A serial
cable and floppy disk containing software
come with meter,

| suppose some background is needed to
explain why | started playing around with
this meter. My original cruiser ran on NiCad
batteries and so | put them in my son's
Monitor too. | then built a battleship
(Richelieu) and went to dual 12ah gel cell
batteries. After using the gel cells for a
while and really liking them, | decided to
refit the Monitor with Gel cells. Then | built
a Liberty ship for combat play and put a 7ah

I get paid to annoy computers, so when |
found a VOM that | could hook up to the
computer | knew | could get answers. | dug
out the old 286 laptop and hooked it all up
to my normal charging system. | told the
computer to query the VOM every five min-
utes and write the time and voltage to the
disk. |then proceeded to charge four bat-
teries in the normal fashion. After they were
done | looked at the logs that the computer
had created during charging. Therein a
very simple list of numbers was the answer
that had eluded me.

My charging system works
fine for 12ah batteries be-
cause they need more
power and therefore take
longer to charge. The 7ah
batteries were reaching full
charge in much less time
but then were being over-
charged. The natural reac-
tion to seeming low power
is to charge the batteries
longer which is exactly the
wrong answer. | hadn't
stopped to consider that |
was charging the 2.5ah
batteries on a different
(much smaller) charger so
they needed about the
same amount of time to
charge as the 12ah batter-
ies on the larger charger.

There was an article on
gel cell performance over
the life of a battery a year
or so back that basically
told you to graph the volt-
age of your batteries under

for receivers and for determining the state
of gel cell batteries. Keith Maxwell found a
shirt pocket sized model for $10 on ebay.

What is not on anyone's required list is the
Radio Shack 22-805 VOM. This is the top
end model that Radio Shack carries though
other sources have more exotic and expen-
sive models. At about $70 it isn't the kind
of equipment you want to drop into the lake!

The 22-805 does have a feature that most
other models lack. On the top is a small

gel cell battery in it. This is the same bat-
tery that most of the rest of the club is using
for cruisers and in pairs in the Warspite.

Suddenly, instead of reliable power, | had
dead gel cells left and right. But not all of
them, just the 7ah batteries. The 2.5's for
the monitor and the 12ah for the battleship
continued to behave quite well. So what the
heck is going on? | gave a couple of them to
other people to charge and when | got them
back they worked fine. Hmmmmm That
means it has to be something | am doing!

load every 15 minutes
(during a 90 minute pe-
riod). While | liked the idea of getting a dis-
charge curve, the very though of doing this
to each of the dozen or so batteries in the
fleet was too much. Automatic logging
makes this pretty painless.

If you feel the need or this makes sense at
the club level, | would recommend the RS
22-805 VOM and would be happy to send
you a copy of the program | wrote that logs
charging/discharging. Enjoy battling and
may you have at least one fewer frustration
in getting your ship on the water.

My Early Years in IRCWCC

By Don Fisher

Now that I have been in the hobby for over ten years and at-

At every event that I have attended, both regionals and NATS, there
seems to be a time where talk gets around to one past event or another.

Sometimes it’s a story of some guy who used to be in the hobby or some
funny happening that gets better and better with each telling. And of
course several people have different versions of what really happened.

The new people seem to enjoy knowing that our hobby has a history.

tended a few NATS, I have found that I have a history and every once ina Well, here is how I got into this and my early years with some side trips
while someone wants to know how you got into this wonderful obsession. into related areas.


































