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mon denominator. By doing so, we are able to establish |]709
the "value" of a fraction. The idea is to look for the thing
each fraction has in common and then add them together.

In our hobby, we need to focus on the "most common de-
nominator'. What | am saying is that while each of us has differ-
ent interest and reasons we like the hobby, we are all in this
hobby to MAXIMIZE our FUN. This is a "common” value that
each of us share. When we get together like we recently did at
NATS, each participant’s fun is increased by sharing ideas,
thoughts, and each other's company. In a recent survey | con-
ducted, 14 captains responded. | wanted to know how much fun
they had. Here are some of the comments made...

Chris Pearce: I'd give it a 9... Definitely one of the best
NATS ever Dirty Dave Haynes: | would have to rate my fun at
this Nats as a solid 9. Had the ship (read captain) worked better,
it would have been a 10. | have fun whether the team I'm on wins
or not. Larry Dahl: 8, 9 if | only had had one boat. Chris
Grossiant: Gotta be a 10! Kevin Hovis: I'd rate a 9. It would be a
ten if | didn't sink! Rick King: the site was good, battling fierce
and competitive, camaraderie excellent. But for me, | guess that |
would rate it at a 7, only because of all the radio interference
problems | had. We never did get to the bottom of it.

Well, with a 1-10 scale and 10 being best, the average
score was a 8.64. To me... thatis a resounding success. So
congratulations to this year's host(s) for putting on one of the
best NATS ever.
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In math, we are taught to take fractions to the "least" com-

Looking forward to Houston in 2002...
GO ALLIEDS!!! :-) Kevin A. Bray
Proud Captain USS MASSACHUSETTS BB-59

Monday at MWC NATS!
By

Kevin Hovis

Monday at the MWC Nats started a little cloudy with the
threat of rain. This was fortunate and kept the temperature rela-
tively cool most of the day. Later in the week, we would be wishing
for Monday to repeat itselfl | began the day trying to get my ship
up to speed; it had tested Sunday with 25.5 sec for a 24 sec ship,
not exactly what you want to go into battle with the Allied heavy
hitters with. The split fleet concept was again used this year due to
frequency conflicts and the Axis Admiralty had split the fleet pretty

Vertibus Unitis, but | don't know all the circumstances. Bart
Purvis had the honor of being the first Allied sink with his Macon
when the Axis fast ships ganged up to sink him late in the sortie.

My first sortie of NATS consisted of the battle between the Allied
"B" and Axis "B". We were ordered to hold the narrows the same
as the "A" fleet were. There were a few minutes of inactivity by
both sides. However, the Allies South Dakota class ships, along
with Chris Au's Malaya, came knifing into the defenses and at-
tacked my Bismarck. After taking several triple stern shots, | de-
cided the prudent thing to do was to call five and get the ship off
the water. Things were pretty dicey for a while, but | survived my
five. According to the score sheet, the Allies were able to put down

much evenly. The "A" fleet
Axis were ordered to de-
fend the upper shallows of
the pond and wait for the
Allied "A" fleet to attack. |
was able to watch most of
the sortie. At the begin-
ning, there were several
minutes of stalemate, as
each fleet did not want to
give up position in order to
attack. The Allies ap-
peared to be the first to go
on the attack and suc-
ceeded in sinking Dave
Au's Nagato about halfway
though the sortie. Dave
wasn't pleased with being
the first sink of the 2001
NATS. Later, the Allies
sank Dave Lawrence's




Bryan Finster's Yamato in this sortie, but |
can't confirm it happened! The second sortie
between the "A" fleets began about the same as the
first sortie. However, the team of Pearce and Beck-
ett driving nearly identical North Carolinas began
picking on the Axis ships. Chris Grossaint also par-
ticipated in the carnage. | recall seeing Dave As-
man's Nassau and Mark Roe's Scharnhorst being
sunk. The attack by the Allied fast ships were re-
lentless. In a blow to Axis morale, Herr Fluegel
himself was sunk in this sortie. Exactly how, | do
not know. No Allied sinks were recorded.

The "B" fleet sortie began much the same. | should
have called five early due to the heavy damage, but
| tried to fight. The SoDak attack completed the
sink of my Bismarck with 3:30 left on my five less
than 10 minutes into the sortie. No other sinks were
recorded and the point totals pretty much says it
all: Allied A-18,695; Axis B-6,750; Allied B-13,695;
Axis B-9,135.

In fleet battle two, the fleets were Allied A vs. Axis
B, and vise versa. | began sortie one being in-
stantly attacked by Pearce and Beckett, along with
the other NC ships on this fleet. | kept the ship
near my fleetmates in the upper end but they were
not able to capitalize on the opportunity. | called
five about 20 minutes into the sortie and was able
to survive. No sinks for either side was recorded
and as best | recall, the fleets worked themselves
into a stalemate for several minutes, not much ac-
tion.

Kevin Hovis!

Battle 1A _Monday Morning.

Captain Ship Units Sink 7  Share of Scores
Holes: Above, On, Below
Chris Grossaint Washington 6 24,3.13 200 2.010.22
Dana Graham Prince of Wales 6 T 2.2 200 2,010.22
Patrick Clark Houston 3 4,0,2 200 1,407.15
Bart Purvis Macon 35 1,0,1 700 100 804.09
Tim Beckett North Carolina 6 29.4.4 200 2,010.22
John Whitsell Invincible 4 1,0,1 200 1,608.17
Chris Pearce North Carolina 6 9513, 21 200 2,010.22
Steve Reichenbach Portland 3 3,0,0 200 1,407.15
Jim Coler Savannah 3 0,0,0 200 1,407.15
Don Cole Alabama 6 35,4, 7 200 2,010.22
Alan Olster North Carolina 6 46,3, 8 200 2,010.22
David Asman Nassau 4 26,3,14 800 200" 67500
Jamie Foster Mogami 3 25:3.1 200 59063
D.W. Fleugel Baden 55 93,7,47 900 200 759.38
Andy Ray Nagato 6 58,1,4 200 B4375
Lee Mckinzie Veribus Unitus 4 43,.7.4 200 675.00
Dave Lawrence  Veribus Unitus 4 28,0,2 800 100 337.50
Gary White Bismarck 6.5 51,0,2 200 - B43.75
Mark Roe Scharmhorst 5 174,30,39 900 200 759.38
Dave Au Nagato 6 84,.4.4 1000 100 42188
Wade Koehn Bismarck 6.5 90,4, 5 200 84375
Allied Score from Damage Done to Axis 18,695
Axis Score from Damage Done to Alies 6,750
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Battle 1B
Captain Ship Units Sink _ ? Score
Above, On, Below
Rick Whitsell North Carolina 6 50.2.6 200 1,472.58
Grant Dahl Invincible 4 9,01 200 1,178.07
Larry Dahl Bellerophon 4 21,012 100 589.03
Austin Keels Invincible 4 42 7. 11 200 1,178.07
Frank Whitsell Washington 6 1154 200 1,472.58
Bnan Eliassen South Dakota 6 79,6,17 200 1.472.58
Chris Au Malaya 3.9 46,15, 23 200 1,325.32
Ted Brogden Indiana 6 42.3,12 200 1,472.58
Ron Horbel Arizona 5.5 19,3,0 200 1.315.32
Greig Stephens  Invincible 4 g 200 1,178.07
Mike Maxwell Nashville 3 13,0,0 200 1,030.81
Curly Barrett Posen 4 81,1 200 812.00
Bryan Finster Yamato 8 78,6,21 200 100 507.50
Kevin Hovis Bismarck 6.5 236,24,17 1000 200 1,015.00
Randy Stiponovich Von Der Tann 4 412 200 812.00
Kevin Bray Moltke e 2015 200 812.00
Lou Meszaros Vittorio Veneto 6.5 73.5:9 200 1,015.00
Lief Goodson Von Der Tann 4 41,12, 25 200 812.00
James Foster D . Victoria > 8,33 200 710.50
Charley Stephens Von Der Tann 4 38,4,5 200  812.00
Dave Hanes Mutsu 6 T30 200 1,015.00
Jeff Lide Kirishima 4.5 17.2.2 200 812.00
Allied 13,695
Axis 9,135

Sortie one of Allied B vs Axis A saw Chris Au's Malaya sunk by the Axis.
How it happened | don't know, | was busily most of this sortie getting my ship
ready. No other sinks were recorded.


































